
IST 115 – Quantitative Laboratory 

 

Where and When: Sundays, 8:00 pm – 9:30 pm, Martin 320. Computers are available, but you can bring 

your laptop or tablet device, and headphones if possible. Textbooks are free, but all students need to 

purchase access to the online homework system as described below.  

DESCRIPTION 

This course is an extension of the SUPER Program: The purpose is to help students who want to go into 

quantitative fields get ready for their next quantitative course. 

It is a self-paced, self-driven, online Quantitative Lab. In other words, there are no in-class lectures or 

discussions - you are going to watch lectures as needed, read the text, and do the work on your own. 

You will have normal access to Randolph College math tutors and Randolph College faculty.  

The goals of this course are to give you plenty of practice in quantitative methods in the areas that you 

have seen, but might have weaknesses in, to get you prepared for the next class.  

FACULTY and TUTORS 

The SUPER Program faculty who have oversight of this course are 

Peter Sheldon    Sarah Sojka   Marc Ordower 

Martin 316, Main 137, x8488    Main 107, x8566  Martin 420, x8526 

Faculty will check that you are here at the Sunday meetings, or will check that you have been making 

appropriate progress online. Math tutors will be available on Sunday nights to help you out. You can also 

go to other math drop-in sessions, and can always schedule one-on-one sessions with tutors. Tutoring 

information can be found on the portal or at https://randolph.mywconline.com/.   

TEXT 

We will use OpenStax textbooks (https://openstax.org/). These textbooks are free (electronic editions) 

for students use. The text is also available in ebook form inside of WebAssign (see below).   

Your text may vary. We are going to start with Algebra with Trigonometry by Jay Abramson and Pre-

calculus by Jay Abramnson, and will go from there. We may use a calculus book or a subject-specific 

book if needed – OpenStax has them all.   

You can view online or download a PDF version for free, or order print version from  

https://openstax.org/subjects/math - just hover your cursor over or click on the appropriate book.  

  

https://randolph.mywconline.com/
https://openstax.org/
https://openstax.org/subjects/math


ASSIGNMENTS 

Assignments will be posted in Moodle and WebAssign, the homework service we use. 

Assignments will include watching lectures, reading the text, and problems to be worked out. For 

lectures, we will be using Khan Academy (https://www.khanacademy.org/), and for problem solving, we 

are using WebAssign. 

You will have 7 major assignments throughout the semester, due every 2-3 weeks. In order to get them 

done, you may have to watch lectures, read the text, seek tutoring, and then do about 20 problems on 

WebAssign. Satisfactory progress will be getting these assignments done on time with a score of 80% or 

better. You can re-do problems you get wrong. Since this class is meant to help you practice for the next 

level, you are strongly encouraged to work until you get 100%. All assignments must be done to pass the 

class. Once all assignments are done, you have completed the class. 

All students start with the same first assignments to gauge placement, but after our first meeting, will be 

doing assignments at different levels, tailored for each student’s needs. 

To access WebAssign and this class in WebAssign, use the WebAssign link within the Moodle class. If 

you do not already have a WebAssign account, the first time you access the link, you will need to create 

an account. You will then have access to the homework assignments, and will need to pay about $40 for 

semester-long access.    

ATTENDANCE 

When assignments are due, they will be assigned before class, and due before the beginning of class a 

few weeks later. You must come to class if you have not completed the assignment that is next due. If 

you have completed the assignment that is due next, you do not have to come to class until you have 

another assignment due. In other words, if we have class on September 4, 11, 18, 25, October 2, 9, etc. 

If assignment #1 is due before class on September 18, and assignment #2 is due before class on October 

9, then once you complete assignment #1, you do not need to come to class until September 18, and 

once you complete assignments 1 and 2, you do not need to come to class until October 9, and so forth. 

So if you get all your assignments done early enough, you may never need to come to class. If you know 

that you cannot make it to class one week, then you need to make sure to complete your next 

assignments before then. If you miss class, and you have not completed the next assignment, you should 

drop the class – attendance is mandatory.  

In fall 2019, this course meets September 8, 15, 22, 29, October 6, 13, 27 November 3, 10, 17, 24, 

December 8. We do not meet the Sunday before classes begin (9/1), the Sundays of Fall Break (10/20) or 

Thanksgiving Break (12/1), or the Sunday immediately before finals (12/15).   

GRADING and POLICY 

This course is PASS/FAIL. If you do not get an assignment done on time, you may request an extension 

up until the next assignment is due. You may not be late on two assignments at the same time – at that 

point, you should drop the class or receive an F. If you miss class and you have not finished the next 

assignment due, you should drop the class or receive an F. You will receive a passing grade for the class 

when you have completed all assignments with a score of 80% or better. 

https://www.khanacademy.org/

